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Welcome from the Organising Committee  

The conference Organising Committee would like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your interest in the 2012 Having a Say conference.  This 
will be the 13th annual conference and is the 6th year we have met in 
Geelong. 

The theme for the conference is        

The workshops, presentations, performances and the Come & Try activities 
will provide fun and interactive ways to put the theme into practice. 

We would like to wish you all the best for the remainder of the year and look 
forward to seeing you in early 2012. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Aims of the Having a Say Conference 

The Having a Say Conference aims to empower people with disability through: 

The opportunity to ‗have a say‘ about issues that affect their lives 

Participation in an annual conference in a rural location of Victoria 

Opportunities to celebrate ability and achievement  

Being part of the planning and running of the conference 

Opportunities to be heard by politicians, government and service providers 

The opportunity to meet people from around Victoria, Australia and overseas 

Support to be part of developing strategies to address issues and 
recommendations made at the conference  

http://www.deakin.edu.au/
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About Having a Say 
VALID 

VALID is a not for profit organisation run by people with 
disabilities and family members.  

It is funded by the State Government to provide 
advocacy support to adults who have an intellectual disability, but also 
undertakes other activities to empower people with disabilities, such as 
self-advocacy training and the Having a Say Conference. 

 

Having a Say helps people to find their voice,  
to speak up, to be heard and to be respected. 
 

This is the conference where people listen to each other, not just to the 
speakers on stage. This is the conference where people respect each 
other‘s views and opinions, and celebrate their common cause. 
 

The conference gets fantastic support  from local disability services, the local 
Organising Committee, City of Geelong, Geelong Otway Tourism and local 
Geelong businesses. 

 

Conference Theme 

‘My Life—My Way’ 
 
Having a disability shouldn‘t mean other people get to push you 
around, tell you what to do, or tell you how to live your life. Having a 
disability shouldn‘t mean that you don‘t get to choose who you live with, 
or where, or what kind of lifestyle you can have.  

The days of people with disability being treated as second class citizens are 
supposed to be over.  So how about you?  

Are you in charge of your own decisions and choices?  

Are you still waiting to be told what to do and when to do it?  

Are other people still telling you how to live your life, and making you do it 
their way? 

The 13
th
 Annual Having a Say Conference will be a celebration of people with a 

disability who have decided to take matters into their own hands.  

‘My Life – My Way’ will tell the stories of self advocates who are 
making their own decisions and choices, taking responsibility for their 
own lives, and doing it their own way.  Let your story be one of them! 
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Having a Say 
 

Leah Scott Chairperson of the Local Organising Committee 
 

“Hello my name is Leah Scott I am the chairperson for this 
year’s Local Organising Committee.  I have attended every 
Having a Say Conference since it started in 2000. 

The Having a Say Conference is a conference that people look 
forward to and love coming to. 

Next year we are hoping to host people from New 
Zealand and other countries again. 

It would be great to see you at the conference.  If you come you will 
have a fantastic time at the conference. 

Clown around ‘hippy’ it’s going to be fun at the dinner disco at The Pier Geelong. 

Hope to see you there. ― Leah Scott 

 

Conference Venue 
Deakin University‘s Waterfront Campus in Geelong will be the 
main venue  and is a great place to hold the conference.  

It is situated right in the heart of Geelong, with beautiful views 
of Corio Bay and the You Yangs. Deakin University‘s Waterfront 
Campus offers a welcoming and accessible venue for 
delegates to get together and have a say!   
 

Souvenir Caps & T -Shirts  

 

T-shirt will be available for sale at the conference and 
are available in a range of sizes and colours  

 
 
Having a Say caps also on sale 

 

 

On sale at the conference in the foyer of Costa Hall                                           
near the information /registration desk 
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Program Highlights 
‗Individual Achievements‘ 

‗Dreams and Aspirations‘ with Jon Slingsby 

Presentations by the Eastern, Western,  
Northern & Southern Client Networks 

Getting the Most out of your ISP 

Auditor General‘s Report into Individualised Funding 

NCID ‗Our Voice‘ Workshops 

Open Mic 

Performances  by people with disabilities 

Come & Try activities 

 

 
Wed 8th Feb 2012 Activity Venue 

9am  - 9.45am Registration Deakin University 

9.45am – 10.45am  Opening Ceremony  Deakin University 

11.15am  - 4pm Conference Sessions Deakin University 

7pm Red Faces Talent Show     
Auditions 

The Eureka Hotel 

   

Thurs 9th Feb 2012 Activity Venue 

9.30am—10.30am Plenary  (everyone together)  Deakin University 

11am—4pm Conference Sessions Deakin University 

7pm – 10.30pm  Conference Dinner & Disco The Pier Geelong 
Cunningham Pier 

7pm – 10.30pm  Conference Dinner & Chat  Baveras Restaurant 
Cunningham Pier 

   

Fri 10th Feb 2012 Activity Venue 

10am  - 11am Conference Sessions Deakin University 

11am  - 11.30am Brunch Deakin University 

11.30am  - 12.30pm Closing Ceremony Deakin University 
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The VALID Advocacy Stream 
The VALID Advocacy Stream will bring together families, 
advocates, carers and other interested people who share the 
VALID Advocacy Mission: 

―To protect and defend the human rights of people with disability, 
and to champion their rights as citizens to Community Presence, Self 
Determination, Choice, Respect and Community Participation.‖ 

Highlights of the 2012 Advocacy Stream Program include: 

Getting the Most out of Your Individualised Support Package (ISP) 

National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

Update on Dad to Dad 

Parents as Planning Partners 

Getting the Most out of Your ISP 

Report on the Shut In Campaign by National Council on 
Intellectual Disability (NCID) 

 

Art Competition  
 

Budding artists are invited to enter their artwork  

 into the Having a Say Art Competition  

The theme is òMY LIFE - MY WAYó 

The top 20 artworks will be on display at the Having a Say conference in Geelong 
 

The winning entries will be awarded cash prizes from  

The Office of the Senior Practitioner (OSP)  

Entry forms and artwork must be handed in or sent to VALID  

                                  by Friday, 13th January 2012 

Entry forms and conditions of entry are available from:  

   VALID, 235 Napier Street, Fitzroy,  3065  

   Phone: 03 9416 4003   Website: www.valid.org.au 
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Come & Try Activities 
Come & Try Activities (C&T‘s) are a popular feature of the Conference, 

providing delegates with the chance to relax and have some fun; however Come 
& Try Activities should be viewed from the following perspective: 

they are an alternative to workshops and presentations  
provide an opportunity for social interaction and networking 
opportunity to try new activities and learn new skills   
delegates attending all 3 days of the conference get to do two 
come & try activities during the conference  

delegates attending for one day only get to do one come & try 
activity  

Red Faces Talent Show 
Red Faces Talent Show is moving to a great new venue, the Eureka 
Hotel, 98 Little Malop Street Geelong.    Meals are available and 
booking a table is recommended.   

You can contact the Eureka Hotel on ph: 5229 5266. 

 

 

 

AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD ON 
Wednesday, 8

th
 February 2012 

from 7pm 
at  

  The Eureka Hotel 
             98 Little Malop Street 

           Geelong  

Dinner bookings Ph:  5229 5266 
 

All performers must sign up to 
audition by  

Friday 27h January 2012 

To sign up contact VALID         

Ph: 9416 4003  

E-mail: havingasay@valid.org.au  

 
Please note: There is a limit of 20 
places and registrations will not be 

accepted on the night. 

Book  
early as 

places are 
limited 

Finalists of the Auditions will perform at the HAVING A GO TALENT SHOW Finals  
during the Conference Closing Ceremony  

11.30am Friday, 10th February 2012  
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     Conference Dinner 
Dinner & Disco 

In 2012 the dinner disco will be held in an exciting new venue ‗The Pier 
Geelong‘.  Located on Cunningham Pier with views of the bay, You Yangs 
and city lights. The conference Dinner/Disco gives people the chance to let their 
hair down and enjoy a night filled with fun, food and dancing!  

This year the disco will have a Flower Power theme. 
 

Highlights of the night include live music by local band Ball & Chain, 
prizes for the best dressed costume and a delicious 2 course meal. 
 

There is a map (shown on page 14) as well as one being included  
in the Conference Program Booklet in your registration bag. 

 

Dinner & Chat 

As an alternative to the action packed Dinner/Disco, a Dinner & Chat 
will also be held in the Baveras Restaurant.    

People who attend the dinner and chat will be inspired by a guest 
speaker and have the chance to network and relax! 

*The Dinner/Disco is a very popular event which usually sells out 
quickly. To make sure that you don’t miss out register early!   

Make sure you tick which event you would prefer to attend on your 
Registration Form.   

Please Note: Parking on the pier will cost $6 for the evening, there is 
free parking available along Western Beach Road.   

You will be able drop off people at the venue (The Pier  Geelong ) and 
then park your vehicle. 

 

Please join us to RAISE YOUR VOICE in support of a  
National Disability Insurance Scheme. 

 

When? Thursday, February 9
th

 2012 12.30pm   
 (Lunch time of Day 2 of the Having a Say conference) 
 

Where? Geelong Waterfront (near Gheringhap St) 

Why? It‘s time….we need to improve disability services in  
 Australia and we need your support to achieve this. 

What? Please wear something red to show your support. 

NDIS  
NDIS 

NDIS PUBLIC RALLY 
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              Accommodation 
For information on a large range of accommodation please contact 
Geelong Otway Tourism on 1800 620 888.  

Websites: www.visitgeelong.org  or  www.greatoceanroad.org 
 

Accessible Accommodation 
Some accessible accommodation can be located through the  
Tourism service, (see list of accessible accommodation on conference 
website) but if you cannot find what you need we may be able to assist 
you with other options.  
 

Contact Barbara Donovan on 0409 554 346 or  
E-mail:  barbara.brian@bigpond.com for support & information. 
 

The Mercure Hotel in Geelong are offering a discounted rate for 
delegates.  The hotel is located on the corner of Gheringhap Street 
and Myers Street, approx 10 minute walk from Deakin University.  
When booking your accommodation be sure to mention that you are 
a delegate at the Having a Say Conference.   

For reservation contact Mercure Geelong Reservations. Phone: 5223 6200   
Email: h3033-re01@accor.com  wwww.mercuregeelong.com.au  

Catering 

Please note this important information about catering.   

Morning & afternoon teas are included in the registration fee. 

Lunch is not provided on any day, but a brunch on Friday is included. 

Remember to list any special dietary needs on your registration form. 

               Attendant Care 

Attendant Care support is available for people who are attending the 
conference independently (ie. without staff, family support).   
This support is for personal care and meal assistance during the 
conference and conference dinner ONLY.  

It is important for you to be aware that this support can not be provided to people 
on a 1 to 1 basis for long periods of time during the conference. 

If you are planning on attending the conference independently and have additional 
support needs (ie. require one to one attendant care support) please contact the 
VALID office to talk about ways we can support you to attend.  
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             Registration 
To encourage people to register and pay early we are offering an 
Early Bird fee.   The Early Bird fees apply to those registrations 
received and paid for by the 25th of November 2011.   
 
NOTE:  It is important that you read the registration form before you fill in your 
details as it explains the fees, inclusions (what you get for your fee), exclusions 
(what you don’t get for your fee) and conditions. 
 
 

Sponsorship 
We are pleased to advise you that we have limited sponsorship 
funding from both the Disability Division of the State Department of 
Human Services (DHS) and the Office of the Disability Services 
Commissioner. 
For more information about sponsorship please read the ‗Sponsorship 
Application‘ Form. 
 

 

VALID Members Discount 

Current paid members (individuals and agencies) of VALID  
receive a 10% discount off their registration fee.  

To become a VALID member please contact the office or download 
a Membership Form off our website.  www.valid.org.au  
 

 

Registration Payment Methods 
 

VALID accepts cheques, money orders and direct payments. 
 

VALID does not have Credit Card or EFTPOS Payment facilities 

 
To make a direct payment to the VALID account 
 

Make payment to:  

Payee:  Victorian Advocacy League for Individuals with Disability Inc  
Bank: Commonwealth Bank Australia     
BSB:  063 165    
Account:  1002 0977  

Payer Reference: Important quote Invoice number  
 

Details of any direct payment need to be faxed or emailed to VALID  
or attached to your completed registration form. 
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   Conference DVD  
This is your chance to purchase your very own copy of the 
Having a Say DVD.  Celebrating 13 years of Having a Say. 

 

The DVD has memorable footage from all the main conference 
events and activities including the Dinner Disco, Presentations & Workshops, 
Red Faces Talent Show, Opening Ceremony and Come & Try activities. 
 

Please note: It takes about 4 months for the DVD to be completed. 

 

The Having a Say conference needs your help!!  

 

Volunteer at the 2012 Having a Say Conference  

 

Australia’s largest annual conference for people with disabilities! 

 

It’s Fun! 

It’s Unique!  

It’s Inspirational!  
 

What would I do? There are a wide range of tasks 

What time do I have to put in? Whatever suits you! 

Why do it? Itôs fun, you will meet great people and much more! 

Volunteer for a day and receive a complimentary conference t-shirt 

VALID holds a thank you morning or afternoon tea after 
the conference & people attending this function will 

receive a certificate of appreciation.  If you are unable to 
attend the certificate will be posted to you. 

More information is available in the Volunteer Info Booklet, for a copy 

contact the office 03 9416 4003 or download it from our website 

www.valid.org.au 

VOLUNTEERS 

 

 

 

WE NEED YOU! 
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              Transport 
Trains   

There are frequent train services between Melbourne & Geelong 
through V/line.  The trip takes about an hour.   V/Line buses also 
operate from other towns (e.g. Ballarat) directly to Geelong.  People 
who require mobility assistance need to book with V/Line in advance.  
Timetables & more details available at 
www.vlinepassenger.com.au or call 136 196. 
 

Airport Transfers    

Gull Buslines operates regular buses from Melbourne‘s Tullamarine 
Airport to Geelong & this currently costs about $30 one way per 
person.  Bookings & Info 03 5222 4966. 
 

Avalon Airport, where Jetstar flies to, is only 15 minutes from 
Geelong.  The Avalon Airport Shuttle will take you door to door to 
any motel/hotel in Geelong & costs about $18 one way per person. 
Bookings & Info 03 5278 8788. 
 

Queenscliff-Sorrento Ferry  

Peninsula Searoad Transport operate the car/passenger ferry 
service 7 days a week, departing each hour on the hour between 
7am & 7pm. Bookings & Info 03 5258 3244 
 

Taxi 
Geelong Taxi Network provides both a general and multi-purpose 
taxis service in the Geelong Region. We would strongly advise that 
you book in advance for Maxi taxis (especially for disco).  
Ph: 131 008         Maxi Ph: 03 5278 5785 
 

Parking 
 

There are metered car parking spaces at the conference venue. 
There are also many private car parks within walking distance from 
both venues that cost from $4 per day.  
 
Mini Buses can park in the above mentioned car parks however 
there will also be designated Bus Parking in Gheringhap Street 
(outside Costa Hall) for Mini Buses with Disabled Stickers. 
 
For the Conference Dinner - Parking on Cunningham Pier costs $6 
for the night.  However, you can drop people off at the restaurant & 
park the car on Western Beach Road free of charge . 

http://www.vlinepassenger.com.au/
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Maps 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entrance to COSTA HALL 

Bus Parking   

Transit Place  

Bus Parking  

Conference Dinner Venue  
   
   
   
  
 
 

Deakin University 

The Pier Geelong 
      & 
Baveras Restaurant 

PARKING 
 

On the pier  
$6 per night 

 

 

Free Parking  

Please note: you can drop people off at the front of the venue (The Pier 
Geelong) and then park your vehicle in a free parking spot. 
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             Tourism 
Geelong is a popular tourist destination, with beautiful beaches and 
the Great Ocean Road on its doorstep.   

There are many great attractions around Geelong that make lovely 
afternoon or day trips.   
 

If your group is coming up early or staying on after the Conference, 
you can get information about accessible tourist activities from the 
Geelong Otway Tourism Visitor Information Centre  
on 1800 620 888 or visit the website: www.visitgeelong.org 
 
 

For more information, contact é. 
 
VALID     
 

 

235 Napier Street,  Fitzroy Vic.  3065  
 

 
Ph:  03 9416 4003 (metro area & services) 

Victoria rural clients/families 1800 655 570 (free call) 
Overseas + 61 3 9416 4003 
 
 
Fax:  03 9416 0850   
 
 
email:  havingasay@valid.org.au 
 
 
Website:  www.valid.org.au   

 
 

For a copy of this booklet in other formats 
please contact VALID 
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                            Donõt Forget Toé 

 

Book your accommodation early.  
 

Organise how you are going to get to the conference.  
 

Complete the DVD Order Form if you would like 

to buy a copy of the conference DVD.  
 

Register if you would like to perform at the Red 

Faces Talent Show (places are limited).  
 

Start saving now!  

 

Register! 
 

Read the instructions on the registration form 

before  you complete your details.  
 

Make sure all of your details are correct and 

that all sections of the form are filled in.  
 

Make sure on your registration form that you tell 

us if you have any additional needs ie. visual 

impairment, special dietary needs, wheelchair 

access etc.  
 

Are you applying for sponsorship? If so donõt send 

payment now, we will invoice you.  
 

Even if you are applying for sponsorship, you will 

need to complete a registration form. 
 

Become a VALID member to receive the 10% 

discount off your registration.  
 


